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REGIONAL OFFICE
, MID-ATLANTIC
-

THE HUMA NE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES

PROTESTS, PUBLICITY
CURTAIL ANIMAL ACTS
The first annual fair at the Meadow
lands Sports Complex in East Ruther
ford, New Jersey, was held on August
3-10, 1986. Promoted as a "family
oriented event," the fair staged two
animal acts that drew sharp criticism
and protest from The Humane Society
of the United States (HSUS) and other
animal-welfare/rights groups and indi
viduals.
Tim Rivers' High Diving Mules and
Victor the Rasslin' Bear were scheduled
for four performances daily at the
eight-day fair. The mule act featured
two mules, one pony, and one dog that
are lead up to a 30-foot-high platform,
and each animal dives into an 8-foot
tub of water. The bear act featured an

8-foot, 3-inch, 650-pound bear, wres
tling all contenders 18 years and older.
Offered as wholesome entertainment,
these acts are blatant exploitation in
which animals are put in risk of severe
injury. Further, they are an insidious
way of conditioning the public, especially
impressionable children, to accepting
performances in which animals are put
in ludicrous and dangerous situations.
Prompted by The HSUS Mid-Atlan
tic Regional Office (MARO), the United
States Department of Agriculture Ani
mal Plant and Health Inspection Ser
vice (USDA-APHIS) investigated the
animal acts for possible violations of
the Animal Welfare Act.
On opening day, protestors attended
the fair to oppose the performances.
By the third day, due to much publicity
of the opening day's protest in New
Jersey and New York newspapers, news
teams from WABC-TV, New York,
came to cover the controversy. MARO
program coordinator Rick Abel; Kathy
Johnson, Bergen County (New Jersey)
Humane Society; and Pamela Marsen,
Mobilization for Animals, were interviewed on camera.
] On the fifth day, the Bergen County
� prosecutor's office stepped in. Owner
George Allen was advised his bear act
� mi&ht be in violation of New Jersey's
; anti-cruelty laws, and the act was tern
� porarily stopped. Next day, a court ruled
l the bear act could continue.
� Meanwhile, citizen opposition to the
i;l animal acts continued to swell. Plans
� were made for a mass protest on the
eighth and last day of the fair. After
the seventh day, however, Tim Rivers
and his Diving Mules ended their per00

!
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Tim Rivers' High Diving Mules perform
at Meadoivl.ands (NJ) Fair. The HSUS
flatly re:1ects the cl.aim that they like
making these plunges.

(continued on page 2)
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N.J. Trap Ban Suit
NY. Bird Law Attacked
NYC Carriage Horses
Director's Comment

Pennsylvania May Make
Animal F:ghts a Felony
State Representative Gordon J. Linton
of Philadelphia recently introduced leg
islation in Pennsylvania that would
make animal fighting a felony. Under
existing state law, the activity is a sum
mary offense carrying a maximum
penalty of ninety days in jail and a
$300 fine.
The Linton bill, H.B. 2606, if enacted,
will raise animal fighting to third
degree felony status, carrying maxi
mum penalties of $15,000 fines and
terms of seven-years imprisonment
for violations.
The proposed new law is directed not
only at persons who participate in ani
mal fights but also at owners, trainers,
purchasers, and persons who knowing
ly sell animals intended for fighting.
Included also are individuals who know
ingly allow or permit these cruel spec
tacles and, most notably, even spec
tators.
The HSUS is particularly pleased to
see the inclusion of spectators in pro
posed legislation of this kind. These
cruel animal fights would be rare if
money for admission and wagering
didn't come from the spectators.
MARO has written letters urging all
Pennsylvania state legislators to sup
port Rep. Linton's bill, H.R. 2606. We
urge all HSUS constituents in the state
to write their state representatives and
senators asking their support for this
badly needed legislation.

Robert E. Mulcahy, III, President and
Chief Executive Officer, New Jersey
Sports and Exposition Authority, Ex
ecutive Offices, East Rutherford, NJ
07073-0700. Send a copy of your pro
test letter to Governor Thomas H. Kean,
State House, Trenton, NJ 08625, and a
copy to MARO.
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MARO
Extends
Outreach
Extending MARO's outreach within
the region, program coordinator Rick
Abel has been concentrating his field
visits on the state of Pennsylvania.
Since March, he has visited 25 animal
welfare groups in the eastern part of
the state.
The purpose of the visits is to better
familiarize the humane societies with
The HSUS and its services, and to of
fer assistance to the local groups on
animal-welfare concerns. Additionally,
the visits help to get Abel acquainted
with the local groups and establish a
mutual working relationship in which
we can help one another with animal
problems.
"I've been impressed," Abel said,
"with the animal-welfare people I've
met on these trips. They're truly dedi
cated individuals with great concern
for the animals and people in their
communities. I look forward to helping
them work to meet their organizations'
goals and objectives."
Abel will continue these productive
visits throughout Pennsylvania and,
eventually, will visit organizations in
other states within the region.

Pets-in-Housing
Bill Clears Senate
Although progress for enactment of
state pets-in-housing legislation has
ground to a halt elsewhere, New Jersey
activists have fought vigorously and
succesfully, so far, for the Jackman bill
(S. 1484) which passed the state senate
in July.
The bill, as amended, permits ten
ants who now have dogs and cats to
keep those animals, but fails to provide
for future pet owners. "Naturally, we
had hoped for a more comprehensive
bill," Nina Austenberg told the news
media, "but we are practical, and we
are happy to protect some pets and pet
owners for the time being. Senator
Jackman has been untiring in his ef
forts to help tenants and we are most
grateful to him."
We urge New Jersey residents to
write immediately to their assembly
men supporting this bill.

Director's Comment

BY NINA AUSTENBERG

I hope all of our HSUS friends and
members have enjoyed picnics or visits
with friends this past summer, as well
as a well-deserved vacation.
One thing that struck me with par
ticular concern this year is the increas
ing number of electric bug "zappers"
and poisons that friends of ours, and
restaurants, are using for insect con
trol. Just the s(YUnd of the electric de
vice killing delicate insects and fireflies
destroys much of the pleasure of the
summer evening for me.
At our home, we are trying to let
nature handle our insect problem and
have learned to live with small brown
bats in the attic. I guess some folks
think it's odd but we have come to ap
preciate this much-maligned mammal.
Bats perform a valuable service to
man by eating large numbers of de
structive insects. Some bats consume
up to one-half their own weight in a
single night. Most bats are harmless
and non-aggressive. They don't want

to interact with man, but often they
wind up in houses when repairs are in
progress, walls are pulled down, and
openings made. Occasionally, a young
bat will get into the house by accident.
If, at night, a door is left open and
lights turned off, the bat will usually fly
out. If not, you can remove it by plac
ing an empty coffee can over it and
then sliding cardboard between the can
and the wall. When handling bats, wear
heavy gloves, and if you have a contin
uing problem, contact your state or
local department of health. Do not call
an exterminator.
If you would rather bat-proof your
house, wait until late fall when the bats
migrate to caves. When they have left,
seal all holes or cracks in the attic and
they won't come back in the spring.
Bats are well-liked in China and
Japan and are often portrayed as signs
of good luck, happiness, and long life.
We believe the bats in our attic bring
us good luck as well.

urge all of our constituents, especially
in the state of New York, to write Gov
ernor Cuomo. Your letter should com
mend him for supporting and signing
this unprecedented legislation, urge
him to keep the new law intact, and ask
him to veto any legislation that would
have a negative impact on it. Write to
Governor Mario Cuomo, State Capitol
Building, Albany, NY 12224.
HSUS constituents in Pennsylvania
and New Jersey should be aware that
similar bills to outlaw the sale of wild
caught birds have been introduced in
their states. In Pennsylvania, Sen. Krat
zer has introduced S. 1479; in New
Jersey, Assemblyman Ben Mazur intro
duced A. 2332. Please support these
bills by writing to your state senators
and representatives.
Persons wanting more information
on the issue of wild-caught birds are
encouraged to write for a fact sheet to
The HSUS Mid-Atlantic Regional Of
fice, P.O. Box 147, Convent Station,
NJ 07961.

New York Bird Law
Needs Your Support

A precedent-setting bill prohibiting
the sale of wild-caught birds, signed in
1984 by Governor Mario Cuomo, be
came law in New York state on May 1,
1986. The legislation, a big victory for
humanitarians and humane societies,
was strongly supported by The HSUS
and its Mid-Atlantic regional office. Its
enactment climaxed years of intense
struggle with opposing forces, princi
pally the pet industry.
The pet industry worked and lobbied
hard against enactment of the bill and,
later, to get the new law repealed.
They almost succeeded. The state sen
ate passed a repeal bill but, fortu
nately, it did not get the necessary ap
proval of the Assembly Environmental
Conservation Committee, and the op
position backed down. This repeal bill
is now dead since the state legislature
is out of session, but there is little
doubt the pet industry and its support
ers will arrange reintroduction of an
other repeal bill next year.
Because of this virtual certainty, we
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Protests, Publicity Curtail Animal Acts (continued from front page)
formances, and chose not to be present
to complete the eight-day run.
Action is needed to prevent any reoc
currence of this kind of cruel animal
exploitation. We need to convince the
management of the Meadowlands
Arena that, if a second annual fair is
held, it will not include performing ani
mal acts. You can help by writing to

George Allen (l,eft) wawhes as Victor The Rasslin' Bear performs at Meadowlands Fair.
Such performances condition gpectators to accept animals in unnatural situations where
they are exploited for public entertainment.

DECEMBER 11, 1986

Euthanasia Technician Seminar
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office

FEBRUARY 5-6, 1987

13th Annual Deer Hunt Protest
Great Swamp Wildlife Refuge

This summer, The HSUS and the Society for
Animal Protective Legislation (SAPL) hosted a
touring demonstration featuring "Betsy, the
Beaver" and her handler, Peter Millington (pic
tured at right) of Sussex, England. Betsy, a 25foot, 37-pound, inflatable balloon, and Peter
were in the United States to dramatize opposi
tion to the cruel steel-jaw, leghold trap and at
the same time win support for federal leg
islation to outlaw its use. HSUS regional of
fices across the country participated in the
many demonstrations which drew extensive
media attention and publicity. MARO staffers
Nina Austenberg and Rick Abel took part in the
New York demonstration at the opening of the
Jacob Javits Center in the city.

PLEASE
MARK
YOUR
CALENDAR ...

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: (201) 377-7111

with Hurt "Bill" Smith, Director, HSUS Animal Control Academy

Trial Over N.J.
Trap Ban Ends

The court battle to test the constitu
tionality of New Jersey's law banning
use of all steel-jaw, leghold traps has
finally ended.
A week before the ban was to go into
effect, southern New Jersey trappers
sued the Fish and Game Council asking
that the padded, steel-jaw trap-some
times called the "soft catch" trap-be
permitted. They claimed the original
legislation did not include the padded
trap. The trappers' action caused con
siderable confusion; the Fish and Game
Council at one point actually wrote
regulations to include this device.
The state attorney general was called
upon to uphold the law as written and
to defend the Fish and Game Council.
The HSUS and Friends of Animals
quickly joined the suit in support of the
attorney general.
Initially, various interests fought to
move the trial out of Salem County but
they were unsuccessful. After months
of discovery, depositions and motions,
the trial opened in the county. Assem
blyman Ben Mazur, HSUS representa
tives (principally, MARO Director Nina
Austenberg), Friends of Animals, and
other experts testified in support of the
state's total ban on all steel-jaw, leg
hold traps. The trial itself lasted four
weeks.
A court judgment is not expected un
til this fall. It is virtually certain, how
ever, that no matt.er how the judge rules,
an appeal will be lodged.

Assemblyman Ben Mazur and MARO
Director Nina Ausumherg compare notes
during a recess in the N.J. trap ban trial,.

-HSUS

-The Star Led_qer/New Jersey Newsphotos

Carriage Horses at Risk in NY.
The introduction of the automobile
basically negated the horse-drawn car
riage as a major mode of personal
transportation. But, over a half cen
tury later, many communities and ur
ban centers maintain carriage horses
as a tourist attraction.
The horse-drawn carriage has been
a constant feature in New York City
for nearly 120 years. In contemporary
times, these animals are subjected to
severe stress, forced to inhale noxious
fumes as they plod nose-to-bumper be
hind buses, trucks, and cars, their ears
assaulted by noisy traffic. Currently,
not limited to any parts of the city, the
horses must compete with congested
traffic. This causes accidents, leading
to injury and sometimes death. And, an
injured or wornout horse will most likely
end its days at the slaughterhouse.
The problem is compounded by car
riage horses being driven and handled
by people with little knowledge of pro
per equine care and management.
Two bills have recently been in
troduced in the New York City Council
that would help the carriage horse. The
Dryfoos Bill (Intro. #489) was original
ly introduced in 1983. This bill is pri
marily offered to amend the charter
and administrative code of the City
of New York, so that "horsedrawn cabs
may only be worked inside Central
Park after picking up a fare at the
designated stand and then proceeding
on the public street to the closest legal
entry point into the park."
The most recent bill, introduced in
1985 by Council Member Eisland at the

request of Mayor Koch (Intro. #6), pro
poses to restrict the carriage horses
during peak traffic hours in areas
where there is heavy traffic conges
tion. According to the bill, "Horse
drawn cabs shall not be operated be
tween 11:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. and
4:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday within the area bounded on the
east by Lexington A venue, on the
south by Thirtieth Street, on the west
by Seventh Avenue and on the north
by Fifty-ninth Street."
Also, noted in this bill is the inclusion
of, "Training program and examination.
The department shall offer a training
program and examination for horse
drawn cab drivers. Subjects addressed
in such training program shall include,
but need not be limited to, proper horse
care, handling and maintenance and
the laws and regulations applicable to
the operation of a horsedrawn cab in
the city."
The ASPCA and New York-based
Carriage Horse Action Committee have
informed MARO that they are recom
mending to New York City Council
members a combination of the bills to
restrict the carriage horse to Central
Park and create mandatory training
for drivers.
In support of this recommendation,
we urge all New York City residents
and visitors to write letters encourag
ing the creation and passage of this
more humane legislation. Please write
to Mayor Ed Koch, Office of the Mayor,
City Hall, New York, NY 10007.

The Humane Society of
the United States
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office
P.O. Box 147
Convent Station, NJ 07961
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Reflect
for a moment....

HOW CAN I HELP ANIMALS EVEN WHEN
I NO LONGER SHARE THEIR WORLD?
By your bequest for animal protec
tion to The Humane Society of the
United States.
Your will can provide for animals
after you're gone.
Naming The HSUS demonstrates
your lasting commitment to animal
welfare and strengthens the Society l
for this task. We will be happy to
send information about our ammal
programs and material that will as
sist in planning a will.

Please send will information to

Name

I

I
I
I
I

l

Address _______ __
_
_
City _

_

____ State___

ZIP code___

__

Mail in confidence to Murdaugh S. Madden, Vice
President/General Counsel, The Humane Society
J
of the United States, 2100 L Street, N.W., WashI ington, DC 20037.
[

__________________

The Regional Report is a publication of

The Humane Society of the United States
Mid-Atlantic Regional Office
P.O. Box 147
Convent Station, NJ 07961
(201) 377-7111
Nina Austenberg, Director
MARO serves the states of New Jersey,
New York, Pennsylvania; and Delaware.
The office is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with
a 24-hour answering service.
©1986 by The HSUS. All rights reserved.
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